CUPOLA PARK—
EASTHELENALARIOTLOOP 0\ o\ wimaleriif Pla)

HBC Great Rides, February 2013
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High Point: 4,360’ at Mile 0.6

Low Point: 4,190’ at Montana City roundabout
Surface: Gravel changing to dirt on Ash Grove

Please read: You are responsible for your own safety, so please ride safely. Wear a helmet, be visible and ride predictably. Control your
speed on down hills. This ride includes rough road surfaces, and you will be exposed to varying amounts of traffic and potentially
dangerous weather. Portions of this ride are remote, where timely help may be unavailable. Conditions change due to alternations in routes,
uncertain weather, changes in traffic, deteriorated road surfaces, construction activities, and other hazards or inconveniences too numerous
to foretell or specify. These directions and this map, like all maps and directions, may become outdated and inaccurate without warning.
The Helena Bicycle Club (HBC), its officers, volunteers, or contributors of these rides, trip leaders, and others associated with this bicycle
ride description and map cannot be held responsible for the conditions of this route, or for any aspect of your ride. HBC is not responsible
for any injuries or damages sustained or occurring while riding this route.
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Cupola Park — East Helena Lariat Loop
With special Bonus Miles segments!
Recommended by Don Harris, Andy Bauer, Others

« http://ridewithgps.com/routes/2073853

+ Length: 15.6 miles (simple version, see Bonus
Miles)

- Surface: All surfaces are paved, except the South
Quarry Road Bonus Mile segment

- High Point: 4,260 ft. along Hwy 282 Frontage Rd,
near Mile 4

« Low Point: 3,870 ft. crossing Prickly Pear Creek in
East Helena

- Elevation gained: 850 feet (without Bonus Laps)

- Traffic: Variable, very light to moderately busy

- Best time of day: Anytime but commute hours,
which include before and after school hours

- Cautions: Watch for two oblique, rough, and
hazardous railroad track crossings on Hwy 518
east of Montana City. Ride single file and to the
right; some of these roads can be busy and in
portions there is no shoulder.

This close-in loop is a favorite of Helena cyclists. It
can be ridden as a simple loop, or combined with
other rides to provide a hundred miles or more of
fun. By continuing out Highway 282 south toward
Jefferson City, or by continuing north through East
Helena on Lake Helena Drive, you can spend your
day spinning out the miles. (See the Great Rides!
Helena Valley Loop, or Jefferson City Frontage
Road.) There’re miles to ride and this is a great
connector route.

This ride and many HBC rides often began at
Cupola Park. The cupola in question came from the
former Broadwater Hotel, west of Helena on
Highway 12. This natural hot springs pool and spa
was a highlight of early Helena social life. The
Broadwater Hotel was razed between 1976 —89, but
this handsome cupola was saved at an auction “...by
father and son Joseph B. and Joseph E. Reber, who
donated it to Lewis and Clark County. It was moved
to the east side of Helena, where it fell into disrepair.
It was refurbished in 2000 and placed in a small park
just off Colonial Drive, near Smith School.” (1)

(1) http://www.lifelikecharm.com/
Broadwater_the_hotel.htm

Cupola Park — East Helena Loop

1. Begin at the Cupola Park on Colonial Drive, just
south of the Montana Board of Investments
(2401 Colonial Drive) parking lot. This is a good
place to park your car if you have not ridden
from home.

2. Travel southeast then south on Colonial Drive,
passing Broadway St, Shodair Childrens’
Hospital, and passing through the roundabout
(Mile 2) at Saddle Drive

3. Continue traveling south past Holmes Gulch Rd
(at Mile 2.8), and (at Mile 3.1) South Hills Drive
to the southwest and Highway 282 to the east-
northeast

4. Continue traveling southeast toward Montana
City on Highway 282

5. At the Montana City roundabout (Mile 4.8), turn
east (left) and travel over the Interstate east on
Highway 518. You will descend a longish hill,
watch for school-related traffic and be cautious
of the TWO sets of rough, obliquely positioned
railroad tracks at the bottom of the hill (at Miles
5.7 and 6.0)

6. Continue following Highway 518 toward East
Helena, passing Ash Grove Cement plant on
your right, and following Prickly Pear Creek to
your left

7. At Mile 8.3 note the historic Kleffner Ranch on
your left

8. Cross Highway 12 at the stoplight at Mile 9.5,
and continue north until you meet East Helena’s
East Main Street

9. Turn west (left) on East Main and continue
through downtown East Helena, passing the
Main Street Park, the East Helena Branch of the
Lewis & Clark Library. There are restrooms in
Kennedy Park, a short distance north on
Harrison Avenue (just before crossing Prickly
Pear Creek)

10. Turn south (left) on First Street North, recrossing
Highway 12 at the stoplight

11. Continue south on Highway 282, passing
American Chemet to your left and crossing over
several rough railroad tracks

12. The road steepens at Mile 11.5, cresting at the
South Hills Road / Capitol Drive intersection at
Mile 13.1

13. Turn northwest (right) and return to Cupola Park
the way you begin (directions 1—3)

By combining one or more of the Bonus Mile
segments, you can add some invigorating climbs to
this simple loop. Alternatively, by heading out Sixth
Avenue, up South Oakes, up Lime Kiln, and out
South Hills Road, you can return on South Hills
Drive, Holmes Gulch Rd, of via the dirt South Quarry
Road and shorten this loop.

This loop, and these Bonus Mile segments, add
considerable variety to this convenient place to ride.
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