City 2012 Bicycling Plans
In his 2012 State of the City address, Mayor Smith
spoke enthusiastically about the City’s role in improving
bicycling in Helena, as did Mayor Pro Tem Elsaesser.
Afterwards, the Commission approved approximately $1
million in CTEP (federal Community Transportation
Enhancement Program, managed by MDOT) funds to
this calendar year begin work on the Centennial Trail.
The City is also hard at work, and on schedule,
implementing the Complete Streets Resolution passed in
2010 (see article above). This will ensure that Helena’s
streets, when built or modified, are designed for all
modes of transportation — including bicyclists.

If you see the Mayor, City Commissioners, the City
Manager, of staff from Public Works, please thank them
for their good and hard work.
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The City Commission passed a Complete Streets
resolution in 2010, directing City staff to incorporate
complete street principles into existing City Code and
rules. The resolution’s goal is, over time, to ensure that
all Helena’s streets are safe and functional for all that
use them. Read the entire resolution at:
http://www.completestreets.org/webdocs/policy/cs-mthelena.pdf

In addition, the City is hiring a new Civil Transportation
Engineer (applications closed 1/3/12), with an emphasis
on non-motorized duties and skills. The City is also
working with HBC members, and other citizens, to
identify hazardous storm water grates, and fix stop lights
that are not being activated by cyclists. Finally, the City
will, as soon as weather permits, modify the uphill
Benton Avenue bulb-out, to permit uphill cycle traffic to
pass through the bulb-out, rather than be forced out into
traffic.

HBC’s
February
meeting will
feature an indepth
discussion of
bike routes in
the Helana
area... those
that exist and
those that
need to be
built.
Please attend
the Feb. 28
meeting, 7 pm,
at UM-Helena,
and share what
you know
about riding
around Helena.

WHERE DO YOU RIDE?

NEW PROPOSED HELENA BIKE ROUTES

In HBC’s 2012 survey, we learned that HBC members consider three civic bicycle-related
issues paramount:
1) Helping the City of Helena establish safer signed and striped bicycle routes;
2) Supporting completing the Centennial Trail; and
3) Advocating for complete streets (streets that serve all modes of transportation).
Accordingly, Helena Bicycle Club’s February focus is twofold: first understanding how
• Complete streets benefit all Helenans and visitors, and second
• Obtaining HBC members’ thoughts, your thoughts, on a proposed network of
Helena bike paths, lanes, and routes, as illustrated on the back of this newsletter
Come to the February 28 HBC meeting and learn about what complete streets mean to
Helena, and register your thoughts on Helena’s draft bike route network. As HBC members,
you are getting the first look at this proposed network of signed and striped bike lanes. You
know what it’s like to ride in Helena. What do you think of the attached proposed network?
(Attend February’s HBC meeting, or e-mail your comments to HBC NMTAC member Melinda
Barnes: melinda@bigskybikes.com)
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Helena streets will have (for example) signed and striped
bike lanes, but those that need them to safely and
conveniently handle bicycle traffic will get a bike lane
when it is built or rebuilt. Learn more at
http://www.completestreets.org/

Helena Bicycle Routes

Complete Streets

Our February meeting will focus on a
discussion of the proposed bicycle
routes shown on the attached map.

At our February meeting there will be a
brief overview of what complete streets
are, why they are important to all
Helenans, and how they are being
incorporated into Helena City Code and
regulations.

To be clear, we are only discussing a
proposed network of signed and striped
bike lanes, of which Helena has but a
few, but will be adding more soon — in
part based on your advice. We won’t at
this time be discussing un-striped bike
routes, or bike paths, these discussions
will follow.

Complete streets are designed to meet
the needs of any who use them, be they
drivers of cars, transit vehicles, delivery
vehicles, bicyclists, those with mobility
impairments, and pedestrians. Not all
Continued back page

Proposed Helena Area Bike Lanes
Attend HBC’s February 28 meeting (7 p.m., UM—Helena, room to be announced) to register your thoughts. Where do you ride? Where do you want to ride?

The City of Helena’s Non-Motorized Travel Advisory Council has
drafted, in order to advance discussion and planning efforts, this
network of signed and striped bike lanes. Careful inspection will
reveal several existing signed (not striped) bike routes, and several

existing paths for pedestrians and cyclists. Finally, the uncompleted
Centennial Trail shows connecting Spring Meadow Lake with the path
leading to East Helena on Highway 12.

What do you think? Do these routes make cycling safer and more
convenient for you, your friends, neighbors and family, your students
or customers? Where do you ride?

